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The year 2015 will mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Academician Alexander von Middendorff, who contributed significantly to progress in natural sciences. In 1842, Middendorff led a large expedition to northern Siberia organized by the Academy of Sciences. One of the tasks of this expedition was to measure ground temperatures in the well-known Shergin’s shaft. These studies resulted in the first factual data on permafrost temperature and thickness. During his travel from Yakutsk across the Stanovoy Range to the Okhotsk Sea, Middendorff made observations of frozen-ground processes and mapped the territory. As a result of this expedition to the north of Siberia and further east to the Okhotsk Sea, the Russian Geographical Society was established in 1845.

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to invite you to the Fourth Forum for Young Permafrost Scientists to be held in Yakutsk, Russia from 25 June to 10 July 2015. This event will commemorate the 200th birthday of Alexander von Middendorff and is open to young researchers under the age of 35 years, including undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows.
The previous Forums were hosted by the Melnikov Permafrost Institute in 2013, 2010, and 2008 and brought together young researchers from around the world (http://mpi.ysn.ru/index.php/en/fyps.html). In addition to traditional topics, the 2015 Forum will focus on emerging new areas of geocryological research.
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The Forum for Young Permafrost Scientists will include
 the Geocryological Conference held from 25–28 June 2015 and
 the Geocryological Field Workshop from 30 June to 10 July 2015.

Geocryological Conference

25-28 June 2015
The conference will be held at the Melnikov Permafrost Institute in Yakutsk, Russia.

Themes

· Regional and historical geocryology

· Permafrost geothermics and thermal physics
· Periglacial processes and forms

· Landscape dynamics in permafrost regions

· Permafrost geochemistry

· Permafrost hydrology and hydrogeology

· Climate change and permafrost evolution

· Greenhouse gases and gas hydrates

· Permafrost microbiology

· Remote sensing of permafrost

· Stability of engineering structures on permafrost

Languages: Russian and English

Paper presentation: oral and poster

Time for presentation: max. 15 min.

Together with the conference, a photo contest will be organized titled The World of Cold Regions. Those wishing to participate in this contest may submit photographs to gagarinla@gmail.com until 31 May 2015.

The conference will conclude with a roundtable discussion with the Permafrost Institute leading researchers.

Registration

For registration, a registration form should be filled in and sent by email to ankaurban@mail.ru. Preliminary registration will be open from 15 December 2014.
Extended Abstracts

Registration forms and extended abstracts should be submitted before 10 March 2015 via email: ankaurban@mail.ru.
A poster session is planned during the conference. All accepted abstracts will be included in a volume of abstracts published before the conference.
Conference Fee

The conference fee is paid onsite at the conference or can be done via bank transfer to the Permafrost Institute’s account. The conference fee will be 1 000 Rubles.
A limited number of travel grants will be offered, covering travel to Yakutsk, accommodation and meals.
GEOCRYOLOGICAL FIELD WORKSHOP

30 June to 10 July 2015
The 2015 field workshop will be on the theme of “Geocryological Processes and Forms along the Federal Road M-56” and focus on the following main topics:

1) Permafrost processes and landforms (mass wasting, thermokarst, frost heaving, icings, thermal suffosion)

2) Road effects on the surface heat balance and ground thermal regime 
3) Engineering solutions for road construction and operation on permafrost
The workshop will have several lectures (with field trips) by leading specialists on workshop topics. Participants will take part in the establishment and instrumentation of observation sites to monitor ground temperatures, permafrost processes, groundwater, and geochemistry. Geophysical and land surveying methods will be employed.
Workshop Fee

The workshop fee is paid separately and is estimated to be about 5000 Rubles. The cost may be reduced later depending on the availability of additional funding.

Contacts

For further information, please contact

Ivan Khristoforov zodik@mail.ru
Leonid Gagarin gagarinla@gmail.com 
Anna Kut ankaurban@mail.ru 
Marina Danzanova dmv_1585@mail.ru 
